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BILLSTHAT ARE MOVING IN CONGRESSTHISYEAR

 The Farm Bill
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Nothing Else
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Questions?
Joe McKinney 

Executive Director, NADO
jmckinney@nado.org



The National Association of Development 
Organizations (NADO) is a 501c4 
membership association that represents the 
interests of regional community and economic 
development practitioners. 

Established in 1967, NADO advocates for 
policies and programs that promote equitable 
community development, economic 
competitiveness, rural development, 
economic mobility, and quality of place.

NADO represents a national network of more 
than 500 Regional Development 
Organizations (RDOs) across the country.

The NADO Research Foundation (NADO RF) 
is a 501c3 non-profit organization that 
provides technical assistance, education, 
research, and training to support and 
strengthen the national network of Regional 
Development Organizations (RDOs). 

Established in 1988, the NADO RF provides 
thought leadership, conducts research, and 
produces publications focused on promising 
practices and innovative approaches to 
promote regional community development. 
NADO RF also works with RDOs and their 
partners to enhance their organizational and 
professional capacity.

www.NADO.org 
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Regional 
Development 
Organization 

Regional Development Organization (RDO) 
is an “Umbrella Term” for: 

• Planning and Development District (PDD)
• Planning and Development Commission (PDC)
• Area Development District (ADD)

• Council of Government (COG)
• Regional Planning Commission (RPC)
• Local Development District (LDD)



URBAN AND RURAL PLANNING

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

BROADBAND

RURAL DEVELOPMENTTRANSPORTATION PLANNING

LENDING

HOUSING

GRANT WRITING

CONVENING LOCAL LEADERSHIP

Regional Development Organizations (RDOs) support and facilitate:

WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT

INFRASTRUCTURE

PUBLIC HEALTH



What Do We Do?

Advocacy & 
Legislative

Affairs

Member 
Services

Research, 
Information &

Training



CONGRESSIONAL HEARING ON TIKTOK
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AUTHORIZATION VERSUS APPROPRIATION
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AUTHORIZATION:
establishes federal programs 

vs.

APPROPRIATIONS:
provides funding for federal programs



NADO ADVOCACY PRIORITIES

 Reauthorize EDA 
 EDA was last reauthorized in 2004 (19 years ago). Lapsed in 2008.

 Increase funding and decrease match for EDDs
 Increase appropriated funding and decrease local match for EDA Partnership 

Planning Grants

 Reauthorize the Farm Bill
 Within Farm Bill reauthorization, examine EDA reauthorization
 Within Farm Bill reauthorization, reauthorize some Regional Commissions, including 

DRA, NBRC, SCRC, and SBRC
 Within Farm Bill reauthorization, provide funding for the USDA Rural Partnership 

Program
12



CHIPS ACT AUTHORIZED $11 BILLION FOR EDA

 The CHIPS Act was signed into law in August 2022
 The bill contained $52 billion to increase semiconductor 

manufacturing
 It also authorized a record $11 billion for new programs to be 

administered through the EDA:
 $10 billion for the Regional Technology Hubs Program
 $1 billion for the RECOMPETE Pilot Program

 The CHIPS Act authorized – but did not appropriate – funding for 
these new EDA initiatives 13

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.commerce.senate.gov%2Fservices%2Ffiles%2FCFC99CC6-CE84-4B1A-8BBF-8D2E84BD7965&data=05%7C01%7CMBurgoyne%40nado.org%7C195319ab4a7b4b63dff608da7627e71a%7C8072f21c6f0d489997927331ade058cf%7C1%7C1%7C637952211040041386%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=oTuF7HfqzKW6EwV0yt3l1bC5SKyCvlMJP6qWtauDLys%3D&reserved=0


FY23 OMNIBUS SPENDING BILL PASSES

 In December 2022, Congressional leaders passed an FY23 omnibus spending 
bill to keep the government funded through the end of FY23

 Among many other provisions, the omnibus bill contained a total of $1.6 billion 
in funding for EDA, including:
 $498 million for regular FY23 appropriations
 $500 million for disaster supplemental assistance 
 $618 million for new programs:

 $459 million for Regional Technology and Innovation Hubs Program
 $159 million for the RECOMPETE pilot program 14

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.appropriations.senate.gov%2Fimo%2Fmedia%2Fdoc%2FFY23%2520Omnibus%2520Full%2520Summary.pdf&data=05%7C01%7CMBurgoyne%40nado.org%7C32115a2b0eac40a9986e08daee9e4d20%7C8072f21c6f0d489997927331ade058cf%7C1%7C0%7C638084660944642363%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=06AqCcb%2FQtBOzuxuepLZkpBB%2F5njl1JWyqBCkC4JvSc%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.appropriations.senate.gov%2Fimo%2Fmedia%2Fdoc%2FFY23%2520Omnibus%2520Full%2520Summary.pdf&data=05%7C01%7CMBurgoyne%40nado.org%7C32115a2b0eac40a9986e08daee9e4d20%7C8072f21c6f0d489997927331ade058cf%7C1%7C0%7C638084660944642363%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=06AqCcb%2FQtBOzuxuepLZkpBB%2F5njl1JWyqBCkC4JvSc%3D&reserved=0


ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ADMINISTRATION 
APPROPRIATIONS
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Economic Development 
Administration 

FY 2018
Final

FY 2019
Final

FY 2020
Final

FY 2021
Final

FY 2022
Final

FY 2023
Final

EDA Total Appropriation $301.5
million

$304
million

$333
million

$346
million

$373.5
million

$498
million

Total – Economic Development 
Assistance Program

$262.5
million

$265
million

$292.5
million

$305.5
million

$330
million

$430
million

EDA Partnership Planning Grants $33
million

$33
million

$33
million

$33.5
million

$34.5
million

$36
million



Growth/Expansion of EDDs

By the Numbers:

 400 designated/active 
EDDs

 6
cross-state EDDs

 85%
of counties covered by an 
EDD



Growth/Expansion of EDDs (contd.)
By the 
Numbers:

 12
(approx.) 
“regions” in 
the EDD 
designation 
pipeline in 
2023
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Which members of Congress control decisions about EDA? 

And why?

There are 535 members of Congress in total.

But most decisions about EDA are made by only a handful of Congressional members.
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Important Congressional Committees



SENATE APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE
SUBCOMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, JUSTICE, SCIENCE (CJS)

Congressional subcommittee of jurisdiction for EDA appropriations (Senate). Has significant control over EDA funding. 

20

Majority (Democrats) Minority (Republicans)

Jeanne Shaheen (D-NH) Chair Jerry Moran (R-KS) Ranking Member

Dianne Feinstein (D-CA) Lisa Murkowski (R-AK)

Jack Reed (D-RI) Susan Collins (R-ME)

Chris Coons (D-DE) Shelley Moore Capito (R-WV)

Brian Schatz (D-HI) John Kennedy (R-LA)

Joe Manchin (D-WV) Bill Haggerty (R-TN)

Chris Van Hollen (D-MD) Katie Britt (R-AL)

Jeff Merkley (D-OR) Deb Fischer (R-NE)

Gary Peters (D-MI) [Susan Collins (R-ME) full committee ranking]

[Patty Murray (D-WA) full committee chair]



HOUSE COMMITTEE ON 
TRANSPORTATION AND INFRASTRUCTURE (T&I)
SUBCOMMITTEE ON ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Congressional subcommittee of jurisdiction for EDA oversight (House). Has significant oversight control over EDA reauthorization.
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Majority (Republicans) Minority (Democrats)

Scott Perry (R-PA) – Subcommittee Chair Dina Titus (D-NV) – Ranking Member

Lori Chavez-DeRemer (R-OR) –Vice Chair Eleanor Holmes Norton (D-DC)

Garret Graves (R-LA) Sharice Davids (D-KS)

Jennifer Gonzalez-Colon (R-PR) Troy Carter (D-LA)

Chuck Edwards (R-NC) Grace Napolitano (D-CA)

Anthony D’Esposito (R-NY) John Garamendi (D-CA)

Derrick Van Orden (R-WI) Jared Huffman (D-CA)

Mike Ezell (R-MS) [Rick Larsen (D-WA) ex officio: full committee ranking]

[Sam Graves (R-MO) – ex officio: full committee chair]



SENATE COMMITTEE ON 
AGRICULTURE, NUTRITION,  AND FORESTRY

Congressional committee of jurisdiction for the Farm Bill (Senate). This committee is currently working on Farm Bill reauthorization.

22

Majority (Democrats) Minority (Republicans)

Debbie Stabenow (D-MI) – Chairwoman John Boozman (R-AR) – Ranking Member

Sherrod Brown (D-OH) Mitch McConnell (R-KY)

Amy Klobuchar (D-MN) John Hoeven (R-ND)

Michael Bennet (D-CO) Joni Ernst (R-IA)

Kristen Gillibrand (D-NY) Cindy Hyde-Smith (R-MS)

Tina Smith (D-MN) Roger Marshall (R-KS)

Richard Durbin (D-IL) Tommy Tuberville (R-AL)

Cory Booker (D-NJ) Mike Braun (R-IN)

Ben Ray Luján (D-NM) Charles Grassley (R-IA)

Ralph Warnock (D-GA) John Thune (R-SD)

Peter Welch (D-VT) Deb Fischer (R-NE)

John Fetterman (D-PA)



HOUSE COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE
SUBCOMMITTEE ON COMMODITY MARKETS, DIGITAL ASSETS,  

AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT 
Congressional subcommittee of jurisdiction for the Farm Bill (House) This committee is currently working on Farm Bill reauthorization.
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Majority (Republicans) Minority (Democrats)

Dusty Johnson (SD-At Large) – Subcommittee Chair Yadira Caraveo (D-CO) – Ranking Member

Frank Lucas (R-OK) Don Davis (D-NC)

Austin Scott (R-GA) Jim Costa (D-CA)

David Rouzer (R-NC) Andrea Salinas (D-OR)

Don Bacon (R-NE) Marie Gluesenkamp Perez (D-WA)

Tracey Mann (R-KS) Nikki Budzinski (D-IL)

John Rose (R-TN) Jonathan Jackson (D-IL)

Marc Molinaro (R-NY) Greg Casar (D-TX)

Nick Langworthy (R-NY) Jasmine Crockett (D-TX)

Zach Nunn (R-IA) Angie Craig (D-MN)

Lori Chavez-Dermer (R-OR) [David Scott (D-GA) –ex officio: full committee ranking]

Max Miller (R-OH)

[Glenn Thompson (R-PA) –ex officio: full committee chair]



NADO ADVOCACY MATERIALS 
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NADO advocacy materials to help support meetings with members of Congress are 
available here: https://www.nado.org/advocacy-resources/

https://www.nado.org/advocacy-resources/


Program Areas 





https://www.nado.org/peerknowledge/



Upcoming Events



RANDOM THOUGHTS

 Importance of a solution to raising the debt ceiling 
 The President as a Negotiator
 2024 Elections
 Rapid Change in Economic Development Leadership

Nationwide
29
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Questions?
Joe McKinney 

Executive Director, NADO
jmckinney@nado.org
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